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Director of Children’s Services and Education PDS Report 
 
 

All Children’s Services colleagues continue to work incredibly hard to ensure that all 
children in young people in B&NES are supported to access education and training.  
B&NES has one of the highest school attendance rates of vulnerable children in the South 
West. This work has been complemented by our continued expansion of our Virtual School, 
which now supports children in need and children on a child protection plan  
 
B&NES children’s services and public health teams continue to offer advice to support 
schools to manage covid 19 and allay parental fears and anxieties about 
returning/remaining in school 
 
Children Services and multi-agency partners have continued to work effectively and 
collaboratively to ensure that all children and young people are effectively safeguarded. 
 
The Troubled Families Unit has changed it name to Supporting Families Service :(locally 
known as Connecting Families Team, CFT) this has led to the following changes:  

• The Financial Framework, has been replaced by the Programme guidance 20/ 21 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-families-programme-
guidance-2021-to-2022 

• They have published their new vision and objectives  here 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-families-2021-to-2022-and-
beyond 

• The team have produced an annual report. The link is here if you wish to read it  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/improving-families-lives-annual-report-
of-the-troubled-families-programme-2020-to-2021 

• The CFT are maintaining the level of service that they have provided for the last 7 
years, we are also expanding the offer by working with the launch of the reunification 
work and recruiting 2 new staff to help with this.  

• SFS have said that they are very keen to pursue another 2 year bid up until the end 
of the parliamentary round/ next election.  

Ofsted have now resumed their assurance visits for both Children Social Care and Schools. 
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